213. CABLE TO G. JT. GOKHALE1

DURBAN,
December 24, 1913

CONFIDENTIAL. TO-DAY SEVEN REPRESENTATIVE MINISTERS RELIGION
CONFERRED LENGTHILY US THREE. THEY HAVE WIRED GO-
VERNMENT OFFERING INTERVENTION. IF NOT ACCEPTED THEY
WILL AGITATE PUBLICLY FOR GRANTING OUR DEMANDS. "RAND
DAILY MAIL" "EAST LONDON DESPATCH" STRONGLY URGE GOV-
ERNMENT CONCEDE. HOSKEN HAS ISSUED PUBLIC APPEAL
SUPPORTING DEMANDS.

GANDHI

Servants of India Society

214. CABLE TO LORD AMPTHILL

DURBAN,
December 24, 1913

LORD AMPTHILL

SEEN2 CABLE RTTCH3 NO PEREMPTORY TONE ADOPTED STOP
CAPE TIMES ADMITS REASONABLENESS DEMANDS COURTEOUS
TONE BUT OBJECTS EFFECTS LETTER AS ULTIMATUM STOP WE
HAVE NOT DEPARTED HAIRBREADTH FROM MODERATE LANG-
UAGE DESPITE GRAVE PROVOCATION BUT ALTERNATIVE SUG-
GESTED NAMELY RENEWAL PASSIVE RESISTANCE AN ALTER-
NATIVE WHICH HAS ACCOMPANIED ALL SUCH LETTERS IS
BEING TREATED AS THREAT STOP "RAND DAILY MAIL5' JOHAN-
NESBURG "EAST LONDON DESPATCH" ASK GOVERNMENT CONCEDE

1 This cable, with the last two sentences omitted, was also sent to Lord
Ampthill*

2 The original has "sent", which is evidently a typing mistake.

3 Laid Ampthill had caHed L. W. Ritch: *Tdl Gandhi  that in my
judgment his present attitude will alienate sympathies now obtained after ten
years patient persistence, will place friends here and in India in false position
and will wreck cause. Peremptory tone not in accordance with spirit of passive
resistance. Earnestly exhort him to meet half way undoubted wish for settle-